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HE occaſion of theſe Wards was this t 1 "ut had 
been exhorting the Epheſians; in a very pathetical 
manner, #0 walk wart hy the Vocaticn wherewith 
* they were called, — bs Marly that they ſhould ex- 

erciſe Chriſtian Humility and Charity, and live in.perfact 

Peace and Unity . Fox the enforcing Wt which Exhortation, 

he mentions. tlie ſeveral Bands, by which Chriſtiant were U- 

nited 3 that there was one Body and one Spirit ||, that they 

were call'd in one Hope of their Calling , that these. 37 


one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm f, one and Father o 
all, who was above all, and through all, and 5 in them all 
And whereas there were different Gifts and: Offices: in the 
Church, whereby ſome might. be e Hao ta deſpiſe or buy 

others, "and ſo might fall into Contention an )ivifion, he 


tolls than, that theſe differences of Gifts and Offices were de- 
aud by kum who Beſtow'd and Appointed them, and did in 

— very Nature of them tend di rectſy te the Unitin ting and Edi- 

fy ing of the whale Body. _ — 254 us is given grace 

according to the meaſure A e gift o * who according 

to the Prediction of a Pr 2 * be r. up 


hs paw of 2 0 Kon bing + |, and nding — IG po Ape if 
that be m things all places, w 
Preſence and I was pap. Ty riculazly that becomin the 
Head of his Body, the Church, he might fill this his 
with the Influences of his Divine Spirit, to which end, as it 
follows in m Text, he gave ſome, Apoſtles, &c. In which 
asd the four following Particulars- are worthy to be con» 
gp — | — 
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4 A Sermon Preach'd, 

* ſeveral diſtinct Officers appointed in the Church of 
it. | | PR i. 

II. The Perſon by whom, or by whoſe Authority, they 


were appointed. 


6 5 


III. The Buſineſs, or Work, which was committed to them. 


IV. The great deſign and end of their Inſtitution. 
The piving a brief Account of theſe particulars, and ap- 
plying them to the occaſion of the preſent Solemnity, is that 
which 1 defign in my following Diſcourſe. re, N 
I. The ſeveral diſtinct Officers appointed in the Church of 
Chriſt. They are rank d under the following Heads; Abo- 
tles; Prophets; Fvangelifts ; Paſtors and Teachers. 
That by Apoſtles is to be underſtood tboſe Eleven Perſons 
who had been choſen by our Lord in the time of his Life, and 
receiv'd a particular Commiſſion from him after his Reſurre- 
ction from the Dead, together with St. Matthias choleh in 
the room of the Traytor Judas, and St. Paul appointed by our 
Lord in a Vifion from Heaven, there can be -no doubt. Theſe 
were Perſons ſent forth by our Saviour, as he was by his Fa- 
ther: and their Bufineſs was to be Witneſſes of his Reſurrecti- 


on, in bis Name te Preach the Goſpel to all the World, to | 
gather a Church out of the reſt of Mankind, and to direct 
and goverm it by his Authority, and under the immediate and 


miraculous Conduct of his Spirit. 

By Prophets is as plainly meant thoſe, who receiving an 
extraordinary meaſure of the Spirit were thereby qualified to 
inte pret the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, and to Preach 
the Goſpel to ſuch as ſhould embrace the Chriſtian Faith, * 
By Fvanzelifts, St. Paul ſignifies, not ſo much thoſe who 
wrote the Goſpel, rom we do now particularly diſtinguiſh 
by that Title, as thoſe who were ſent abroad by the l, 
to aſſiſt them in Publiſhing the Goſpel to the World, 
© Finally, By Paſtors and Teachers, | underſtand the ſtated 
Offcers ſettled in every Church, as the ordinary and conſtant 
Guides and Governours thereof, Where *tis obſervable, that 


the Lpoſtle joins Paſtors and Teachers together, denoting that 


the Offices imply d in thoſe Words belong to one and the fame 
Perſon. For altho? there might be Teachers which were not 
Piſtort of the Chuach, ſuch as for Inſtance Philip we * 
Ii *; yet every Paſtor was oblig'd, by Virtue of his , 
to Teach and Iuſtruct the Souls committed ro his Care. They 
were, in the Phraſe of our Apoſtle elſewhere, to feed (that is 
to inſtruct and govern) the Church of God , with the over- 
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_ "i#"Lambeth-Ohappe, 5 
Gebt of which chey were Intruſted,” and this in his Name, 
and in ſubordination to him, Who is in the moſt eminent 
Senſe, the Shepherd and Biſpop of our Souls vw. 
From this brief Account of the Perſons here named by the 


* £ 


Apoſtle, it appears, that he makes mention both of the Extra- 
poſtle, it Pune b | | 
2 ordiniry and the Ordinary Officers of Chriſt's Church; thoſe 
* who wete appointed only, cr chiefly, for the firſt planting bf 
Chriſtianity, together with thoſe who were to be the {landing 
of Ofticers/in this Body to the end of all things. The #pofles, 
Prophets, and Fvangeliſts, 1 take to be of the former kind ; 
the Paſtors and Teachers, of the latter. Where. when I af- 
1; inn the three former to be Extraordinary, I do not mean chat 
od the Apaſtles were altogether ſuch. They were indeed with re- 
re. {pe to ſome parts of their Office Extraordinary,and conſequent - 
in ly but Temporary, viz. As they were choſen by our Lord 
$ himſelf, and ſent by him to be Witneffes to the World of 


fo what they themſelves had heard and ſeen, particularly of chat 
Fa. Great and Fundamental Docttine, his Reſurrection from the 


Dead; as they were to lay the Foundation of the Chriſtian 
Church ; and as they were extraordinarily inſpir'd and qualified 


| by | forthe diſcharge of theſe parts of their Function. But then as 
1 & they were Paſtori that is, Guides and Governours of the Church, 


and in that Office to be Succeeded by Biſhops, their Function 
may be juſtly reckon'd among the ſtanding Offices deſign d to 


* continue as long as the Church fhould need to be guided and 
ach governed. Which may be fairly affign'd as the reaſon wh 
St. Paul, when be names the ſtanding'Officers, mentions oo 
tho aſtors and Teachers, including in thoſe general Denominati- 
17h ons both Biſbops and Presbyters, the former of which were 
Res ſufficiently fignified under the Title of Apeſtles, whoſe Autho- 
be. rity in 9 over the Church, and over the inferiour Pafors 
ated and Teachers of it, was to be transferr d tothe Bifbops in every 
um Church which ſhould be planted and ſettled by them. 
that If it be ſaid, That here is no mention of Deacons, and con- 
thar ſequenly that all the ordinary and Standing Miniſters of the 
ame Church are not here named, tis enough to obſerve, That if 


Dencons are not included in the Word Teachers, they being 
frequently allow'd by the Bi/hops to execute that part of their 
Miniſtration; they are omitted, (which I rather take to be the 
caſe) becauſe the 4poftles deſign was not to name every ſtand- 
* 1 ing Officer,- but only the moſt Eminent, thoſe to whom the 
ver. Care of the Church was principally committed, who were not 

only Teachers, but Paſtors alſo. 8 | 
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narchical, that not only St. James was the Center of Union 


6 4 Sermoni French d 
Before I paſs from this Head, I crave leave to make two 
_ ſhort Obſervations from what has been ſaid upon irt. 
I) he firſt is this; That in this Enumeration of the Officer 
appointed by Chriſt, there is not the leaſt hint, nor I think 
any where elſe in the Holy Scriptures, of any diſparity: in the 
Authority and Power of he Apoſtles, - The Apoſties, without 
_ preferring one before another; are continually ſpoken.pf as the 
prime Governours of the Church, under Chriſt the Head of it 
and this by a joint Authority, and a Commiſſion of equal RA 
tent. And accordingly the Houſe of God is faid to be Suit 
on the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, * without di. 
ſtinguiſhing one Apoſtle from another, Feſus Chriſt" himfe] 
being the chief Corner Stone. Which I che rather mention, 
not only in oppoſition to the extravagant Pretence of the Church 
of Rome, in making St. Peter the Prince of the Apoſtles, and 
giving to his Succeffors in the Roman See a Supremacy ovelf 
all the Biſhops in the Church; but alſo on account of the Fan- 
cy of a late Writer , whe in Contradiction indeed to the 
Romaniſts, but not at all to the Service of the Epiſcopal Cauſe, 
ſubſtitutes St. James, the Biſhop of Jeruſalem, and the Kinſmani 
of our Saviour, in the room ef St. ter. He would perſwade 
us, that the firſt Regimen of the Catholick Church was Mo- 


but that as long as there were to be found an Diſeiples of oui 
n Family, they did, and would have ſucceeded in the 

ame Dien ut that Line failing, the Authority of the} 
Biſhop of Jeruſalem devoly d upon the Biſhops of the ſeveral) 
Churches, who were equally partakers of it, and thenceſor war 
the Government of the Church became Ariſtoeratical. Then 
is in truth ſo little appearance of Argument for the 0 
this Imagination, that it needs not elaborately to be refuted.] 
It may ſuffice to ſay, That as it has no ſolid Foundation in the 
Writings of the New Teſtament, ſo I am perſwaded that our 
Apoſtle, who ſays of himſelf, that He was in nothing dini 
the very chiefeſt 4poftles }; and elſewhere, that Honreforth 
they knew no Man after the Fleſh, and that b they had 
known Chrift after the Fleſb, 72 now henceforth they knew hin 
no more *, had no thought of any peculiar Authority delegated 
to St. James, or to any other of our Saviour's Kinſmen, above 
that of their Brethren Apoſtles. | The fault of this Hypotheſis 
beſides that of its wanting juſt proof, is, that it takes eff Epiſ- 
copacy from its true and ancient Foundation, upon which it 
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Power imparted by: our Lord to his Apoſtles equally, and. by 
es, their Succeſſors, and affigus 
to | bliſhment. id) S * 8 4 
The other tion L would make. is this, That 'altho' 
there was no Inequality in the Authority of; the Apoſtles yet 
from the very Foundation of the Church there was ay. Inequa- 
lity amongſt its Paſtors, The Apoſtles are Here, and'cl{ewttere 
conſtantly mentioned as 5 o all others, and this by the 
1 of our Lord himſelf, »ho gave ſome, Apoſtlen in 
the firſt place; and we have very plain Inſtances iu the Wri- 
titigs of the Apoſtles, of different degrees of Authority and 
Power communicated from them to others. Witneſs tlie caſe 
of Timor hy and Titus, who N by St. Fil, not on- 
ly to dire And govern the Ch $ 0 9 and Crete, but 
in particular to Ordain Elders amongſt them, and to exerciſe } 
Authority over the Elders themſelves. . The atteſtation to'this 
Truth drawn from the Angels of the Seven Churches“, pw 
2 the Revelation of St. John, is undeniable; uhder- 
aging by thoſe Angelr, as is highly reaſonable; the Biſhops 
of o Churches; amongſt which, if Polycarp where the Air. 
. of the Church of Suu, as there 5 reaſon to believe that 
was; tis well known what fort of Biſhop he was, even fuch | 
as the Friends of that Order contend for; one to whom all the 
Presbyters-of the Church of . Smyrna were Inferior, And in 
were there no particular and x 


ook ere n expreſs Teſtimonies to be 
in Sacred Writ, yet the 7 and certain Account which 
we have of the diſtinction of Biops and Presbyters, as Supe- 
tior' and Inferior Officers in the ſeveral Churches planted by 
the Apoſtles of which we have any Hiſtory, down fucce- 
ſkvely from their Times, is of it ſelf a Teſtimony ſo very clear, 
that tis hard to conceive how any that ate not Slaves to an 
Hypotheſis, ſhould withſtand the force of it, fo as ever to bring 
that matter into farther debate. But I proceed to the next 
Patticulat to be Conſidered in my Text, dix. 

H. The Perſon by whom, or by whoſe Authority theſe ſeve- 


el 


, who being glorify'd at God's right Hand, 
Head of the Church, and from thevice gfent 
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into Heaven, by conferring, u W them. frogular Gifts of t 
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vice of Chriſt i in his Church, they cannot Withqut 


uren Hrgacb dt 


e fe our 81571 A a 1 Weder ee 


hole o 
was upon Earth, namely, the 4 49 les, together with 
venty iſciptes, Others he mark d Bub —_ his Ale 


1 


a 
nion 
ty-Ghoſt, particularly the A nd. . 1 
»ty-Ghoſt, parti n — 

ches eie ale and . Wh tes, | 
by our Lord's Authority, and, by 10 OPER 

him, and being extraordinarily, quali by a 5 Eine 
to Execute their Commiſſion, mi the) appointed might 
as truly be ſaid to be given H Chap,” as,thoſe whom 1 155 
calbd by Name, Such were the Ft Dangalifs. x 
the Paſtors and Teachers here ſpoken of, Wee ene 
cipal Paſtors, the Biſhops, whom the Adoſites, fore their tear 
5 the World, ſettled. in the Churches. Whig] en had form: 

to ſucceed them in bieltling over all arhers, 4 1 nc t 
ut it will not be needful to enlarge oh This cad, zit / m 

15 anly to obſerve from it, how Sacred ch K 15 1 2 
Miniſtery in the Church is. 11 was our Lord who gave, ug 
anly Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeli 2 but als aſtor's 5 
Teachers, as a ſettled and ſtanding Mipi oF, an es ile 
tue-of that Authority and Power, which oe — 
Heaven tp Exerciſe, He himſelf is p chief Pa or and. Fils 
of Souls, and theſe are given by him 2 ciate in kis N 

and by His Authority. As the Chic Chriſt is not bo: 2 
Voluntar 1 Society, as that the Members of it lie under, 
ligation to aſſociate, and to hold Com 171 7 7275 Bo 
ſo neither are thoſe who Miniſter ch 275 10 his Rich 


ſubject to rhe arbitrary. e of the Pete 2 to. he 


” 


ſet up. or depoſed at their Pleaſure; but ag they were n 
our ord at firſt, fo Nevins been ouce Pease! to t x = 


alienate themſelyes, nor without eat Contem } 
Inſtitution be arbicrarily alienated by 3 any Nane F fl i ij 
I mean not hereby to exempt any Mas from the juft | 
rity of his Superiors, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil. Fc as 
it is the Duty of the chief Paſtors of the Church to infli lich 

on choſę that are under them ſuch ſpiritual Cenſutes, as, bh 


Offences commitred againſt the Rules of the. Goſh 1 they. m 

Nan incur; ſo it is ecqually the Duty of Civil Ade 0 

Perſons of what Rank er Order ſoeyer, that ſhall deme 

ſelves Injuriouſly or Unworthily rowards the State ;,all, w 

that the — s Majeſty hath the chief Power jn:this Realm 
$2 an 


eſtrain and Puniſh, by the Authority committed, 0 | 
is exactly agreeable to the 4r:icles of oiit Church ich 
- 


a Efiriberti'Chape?. | one 
Wand other ben Doniinzomt, imd hem the chief Government o 
Ie berbrr they be Eccleſiaſtical or , 10 b, 
auer, doth appertain: Wee ee ir is ſaid to be 2% Frer g- 
ative which ve ſee to have fern given always 1d a godly 
Princes in Holy $ciptures, by God himſelf, that th out? als 5 
Hates and I cammiited to their charge 2 Cb le. 
be, they he Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, and yeſtrain with the - 
i011 Sword the ftubboyn and evil Dor 4. 
All therefore that I intend to aſſert in this caſe is, Wilat is 
er evident both from ſacred Writ, and from the conſtant 
practice. ot the moſt pure and primitive Ages of Ciſtinity, 
uh bat the Authority by which the Officers of the Chriſtian. 
urch exerciſe their reſpective Functions in that Body, was 
Meither at the firſt given, nor can be taken away, by the arbi- 
Fray will and pleaſure of Men; but that as it was deriv'd from. 
ur Lord, ſo it is to be continued and exercib'd in his Name. 
Hut the ſacredneſs of the Chriſtian Miniſtery will yet fafther 
P ppeat from the next particular which my Text lays before ug 
via. Mu aner ein | "+ OI. THT 
III. The Buſineſs, or Work Committed to theſe Officers of 
he Chriſtian Church, which is thus expreſt;; Ff the erf. 
ng £4 the Saints, the Work of the Miniſtery, the EA 4 
Jody of Chriſt. By Ferfeding 'of the Saints, L underſtand, 
according to St. Faul's uſe of a Ike Word elſewhere, the ga- od 
thexing together and joining of Chriſtians into One Body, r , 
ociety f. By the Work of the. Miiſtiy, is plainly. meant he 
Adminiſtration of the Word and Saeraments., And by £dify- 
ing of the Body ogy in copſtant Improvement of he 


embers of that Body, in Chriſtian Faith, Temper, and Fa 
ctice. The Miniſtery of the Word and Sacraments is indeed 
the means whereby the other Two Parts of their Work are 
71 *Lis by publiſhing the Doctrine of the: Goſpel; that 
ate at firſt prevail d ee to embrace the Cbriſtian Faith, 
and to become Members of the Body of Chriſt, Lis by en- 
ant preaching of the ſame Word in the Aſſemliliea of Chri- 
ſtians, and apply ipg it as there is occaſion in private for the ir 
Inſtruction, Reproof, Admonitioi and Comfort, that tlie Budy 
of. Chriſt is edified. 'Tis by the Sacrament of Baprtiſm:thar- 
iſs who Embrace the Chriſtian Faith are incorporated into 
de Body; and *tis by the other Sacrament of the Eord's Sup- 
per; that they maintain Communion. with Chriſt as the Head, 
and with each other as fellow-Members of the ſame Body. 
And from this Account it will be eaſie to infer the true 
— —— —v—ę—ũ 
* Art. 37. 1 1 Cor. 9. 16. Sf 0 IF 
2 ERS | Boundaries 


10 | 
Boundaries between that "Authority and Powep truly 
belong to the Church, and that which the State of tight chal. 

lenges, and to ſhew that there is no interfering between them 
no ſuch Iuperium in imperia as can be charged with Iimieing 


of the Miniſftery, for the Frrfeſting of 


Terms as theſe, Go 
the Name of the Father; t 


And again, Go ye into all the Wortd, aud preach the Gofel th 
every Creature |, And once more, 41 my Father bath ſent me, | 
even ſo ſend Tyou. Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt: Whoſeſbever 
Uns ye retain, they are retain df. Thoſe who had been thus | 

Commiſſion'd, ordain'd others to ſucceed them in he Work ef 
tbe Miniftery, requiring them, as St, Paul enpteſſy chatyes | 
Tim To commit the things which they. bud heard of then 
| _—_ ul Men, who ſbould be able to Tench others alfy *; | 
which P 


Hhould be a ual Succeffion of Men ſet apart for 23. Work ; 
of the Miniftery, and conſecrated to that Service'by Prayer and 

other directions in the Epiſtles to Timorby and Titus, and from 
— in the Apoſtolical Function, which were ex- 
traordina 


traordinary as their Work; yet, as my Text . all true 


' preach the Doctrine of Chriſt whereſoeyer they have = 


5 * 9 
ee 3 a 
* * . 


which 


» 


and gating the juſt Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate, as 
10 A | 


ee ly. and very malicioully inſinuated by à late 
uthor *. 11 rr 1 bac ase 
That our Lord hath committed to 5 the: Work 
be 


Saints; and for the 
Edifyirg of his Body, is very expreſly aſſerted by our Apoſtle, 
and is the conſtant Doctrine of the New Teſtament. When 
our Lord gave to his Apoſtles their Commiſſion, it was in ſuch 

end e. all Nations, buptizing them in 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, tenching | 
them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have Commanded you ||. | 


Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whoſeſotver 


pt how it was to be underſtood, viz. That there 


impoſition of hands, is undoubtedly evident; both from divers 


the univerſal] and conſtant practice of the Church down from 
that time, For altho', ag has been alreddy-obſerv'd,-there were 


| ry, namely ſuch as were for the firſt planting 
of Chriſtianity, for which they were qualified by Giſts as ex- 


Paſtors and Teac bers of the Church are alſo given by Chriſt for 
the Work here ſpecified. They are obliged by their Office to 


| and particularly in that part of the Church in which by 
rn / owe they ſhall —œ Voe be to them t it they! 
do it not. They are bound to receive into the Church by Bap- 


i... Alt » 
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in Larbeth Chapel. 11 
tiſm ſuch as ſhall profeſs to believe an Feſws Chriſt, and ite ſub- 
mit to his Preceprs, and. hereby to adnut them into ſtate of 

forgiveneſs of Sins. Tbey are bound to hold Aſſemblies for 
Divine Worſhip, ing to the Inſtitution of dur Lord by 
his Apoſtles, and the con practice of them and their Fol- 
lowers, - In thoſe Aſſemhlies they are obliged to offer up the 
Praiſes and Prayers of the Church, to preach the Word of 
Chriſt, and to adminiſter the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
to the Members of their reſpective Congregations, and thereby 
to continue them, if they really are what they profeſs to ba, in 
a ate of remiſſiun. And foraſmuch as this is their pecti}iar 
| they muſt: be allow d to judge whole Sins they ſhall 
remit, and wheſe they ſhall retain; that is, whom they ſhall 


Ly receive iuto the Church by Baptiſm, and continue in it by 


adminiſtring to them the other Sacrament; and to Nom they 
ſball prohibit the uſe either of the one or the other. In a Word, 
they are obliged to prefide over, to direct, to admoniſh, to oom- 
fort, to rebuke and cenſure all that are under their charge, àc- 
cording to the ditections of God's word. And for all this, if 
they cheriſh and excite that good Spirit which is promis to 
all the living Members of Chriſt's Body, if they ir u the 


gift of God which it in them by the laying en of hands , hen 
they are dedicated to any 2 Office: they will. find them- 


telves ſufficiently qualified by him, who hath promis'd to be 
abvays with them f. This I take to be the ſum of that ſpiritual 
Authority which is confet d upon the Miniſters of Chitifi's 
Church, and belongs to them only z and this, whether the 
civil State be Chriſtian or Pagan. For the converſion of a 
Nation to. Chriſtianity does not at all alter the caſe: The 
Church is ſtill a diftin&, tho? not a ſeperate Society, ftom the 
chriſtian Nation. It has its proper Officers, and they their 
Work, which appertains not to the civil Magiſtrate; 
but is ſtill peculiar to them as it was before, 1 
Nor is this in the leaſt injurious or derogatory, to the Civil 
Power, becauſe that remains as entire as it was before the 
Nation became Chriſtian. The Miniſters, as well as the 
Members of the Church. are equally ſubject to the State, as 
they were before their Converſion. If they keep within the 
limits of their Spiritual Functions, inſtead of 4njuring. the 
State, they will be eminently Servictable to it, binding all 
thoſe: Duties upon the Conſciences af Men, which otherwiſe 
would be perform'd no longer than Fear or Intereſt requir'd. 
If the Miniſters, or Members of the Church exceed. their due 
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ſelyes in a perſecuted Condition, as really as if they were unddr 


and whatſoever was done in it, was with its full Content. Had 
It been otherwiſe, it had been nevertheleſs the Duty o dur 
Church to have broken off from the Roman Communion, and 


12 Hun Preath'd: | 
bounds; to the prejudice or offence of the State, they are as lia 


ble to Cenſut e aud Puniſhment from the Magiſtrate, as any o- 


the Subjects are. If the State confer pon them any Powers 


or Priviledges not belonging to their Spiritual Functions, a8 


they are capable of then together with the reſt, of their Fel- 
low Subjects, ſo their being again depriv'd ot them would not 
neceſſarily incapacitate them for their Spiritual Employments. 
Should any S ute take upon it to forbid them the Exerciſe of 


their Spiritual Power, without any juſt Offence given tu the 


Government, tho? ſuch. a State might call it ſelf Chriſtian, 
in ſuch caſe the Church with its Officers, muſt; reckon t 


a Pagan Magiſtracy, and muſt honeſtiy and conſcienciouſſy 
diſcharge their Duty, ꝑatiently ſubmitting to ſuch hard uſage 


as they ſhould be expos d to on that account. And tliis again 
is perfectly agreeable with the Doctrine of our Church, ii the 


Article I mention'd before, in whict it is deolated, That where 
we attribute tothe. Queen's: Majeſty the chiaf Government, vale 
give not to our Princes. the. Ain ler ing either f God's iWord 
or Srcraments, e. | 4231529 bis unde ned 


* 


We of this Church had indeed the ſpecial Priviledge and 


Happineſs, in our Reformation from the Cotruptions of Popes 
that the Civil Power was forward and azcalous in the Walk, 


to have reform'd it ſelf; and in that caſe the di ſtinction af the 
two Societies, Civil and Eccleſiaſtiral, would have very phinly 
ny But fince it did reform with the apprubation, and. 

the aſſiſtanoe of the Civil Powers, the diſtinction is no 


real, howſoever leſs Viſible it may be to ſome ſort of Men. 


I ſhall only add. That as the Civil Power, particularly here 
it is Chriſtian, is always under an Obligation of Conſeienoe 
to favour and protect the Spiritual keeping within its due 


Bounds ; ſo the Chuch is always under the like Obligation to 


pay all due regard to the Civil Power, never willingly © 
give the leaſt offence or ſuſpicion; but anthe contrary gratefully 
ta acknowled the Benefits it receives from it, heattily tor 
for, and to promote its Welfare, to comply with it ing 
inſtences that are not imonſiſteut with the Laws of its Great 
Legiſlator our bleſſed. Redeemer, and here at any time it can 


not comply, ftill quietly, and patiently to ſubmit to its Cenſures. 
In a word, where the Church and State are both truly Chriſtiad, 


the civil and ſpiritual Authority will be ſo far trom . interfering 
with each other, that they will unanimoully conſ r 


Contain'd in my Text, al.. 
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in Lambeth: Chen, 182 
che honour of God, the intereſt of Chriſtianiti, and the good; 
Jof the whole e But I prossed io the laſt particular 
ew. The great defign and end of this Inſtirution cf itte Of- 
ers mention'd in it, and of the Work in which they are em- 
ploy'd, expreſs d in thoſe words, ill we all come in the unity 
of the faith, and. of the" knowledge: of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect Man, unto the meaſure of the Stature of the  fulueſs of 
Chriſt ; that is, till all the particular, and genuine Meuchers f 
Chriſt's Body arrive at that LEY 1 _ 28 
ledge together wich 4 fuitable temper and practice, which w. 
— 4 them OR hriſtians, and will fortify and eſtabliſh 
them againſt all the attempts of ſuch as would ſeduce or coriupt 
them, that we ay be Men, and mo more Children *, as it fol- 
= lows, zofſed to and fro with every Wind of Doctrine, but ſbeak- 
= ing the truth in love we may grow up. into bin in all things 
XJ who i: the Head, evenChrift 1. And this, till the whole Body 
of Chriſt, Jews and,Gentiles incot ated, be come to. its. full 
age and ſtature, even to that fulneſs which is by gur Lord de- 
ſigned for it, For thus again our Apoſtle repreſents this mat- 
ter in another place in this Epiſtle, ſay ing, That God gave 7 
to he the Head over all things to the Church, which is his Bo ly 
the fulneſs of him that fillet all in all . Then it ſeems will 
Chriſt himſelf be compleat, at the Head of his Chuuch, when 
all his Members ſhall Be united into one Body; and all together 
partake of his Influences in a very plentiful manner. O Blefſed 
day that! When the Church ot Chriſt ſhall be deliver'd from 
its preſent imperfect,” corrupt and divided; Eſtate ;, when the 
Man of Sin mel be aciroyed ; when all the Errors and Corrup- 
tions that have by degrees been introduc'd, either in Faith, ot 
Worſhip, or Manners, ſhall be rooted, out ; when its Breaches 
ſhall be made up, and its Wounds heal'd ;.when ſound, Faith, 
ſolid and fubſtanual Piety and Virtue, and uriverſal Charity 
mall be reſtor d; when the Jews ſhall be converted, and the 
ſulneſs of the Gentiles brought in; when with one Heart and 
one Mouth we ſhall all glorifie the God and Father of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, unfeignedly and fervently love one anather, 
abound in all the Fruits of the Divine Spirit; in fine, when 
out Lord ſhall have fo thoroughly duo d and [auftified his 
Church, as to preſent it to Himſelf a. glorious Church, not a- 
ving Hot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that it may-be'boly, 
aud without klemiſh ||, And Oh that Cod wauld be picaled ig 
put it into the hearts of all the Paſtots of his Church, and;of 
all the Chriſtian Princes of the Earth;, ta do whatſoever in 
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Let me only obſerve farther on this chat SORE — 
ſtery 


Faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 8c. But 1 haſten 


tothe weight of the charge committed to thoſe Perfons who are 


— ö a 
own Blood. Did the only-begorten of his 
and for our Salvation come down from Heaven, taking our Na- 


14 4 , e 
them lieth towards the ifftroducing of this happy State) 


rally infer from it, That without all queſtion the 

fertled by Chriſt in his Church was not a temporary Inſtituti- 
on, but was intended to be perpetual, even till theſe great 
things which F have been now mentioning-ſhall bg acoomplifh?g; 
If there were nothing elfe in the holy Scriptures to make good 
this aſſertion, that Promiſe of our Saviour, when he gave his 
Apoſtles their Commiffion, would ſuffice, Lo1 am wit you u- 
ways even to the end of the World. But leſt any ſnould in after- 
times perverſly interpret the evyriaed d is d there men- 
tion'd, as denoting no more than the end of that Age, behold 
here a farther confirmation of the ſame truth, in words not to 
be ſo evaded. He hath given Paſtors and Teachers for the per- 
fe#ing of the Saints, &e. till we all come to the Unity of the 


to put an end to this diſcourſe, by laying down two practical 
Concluſions, by way of Application of the whole; one relating 


eonſecrated to theſe ſacred Offices; and the other to the juſt 
rd that is due to them upon that account. Nn 

Fi. As to the former of theſe, Paige e 3 

in competition with per 1 ints 

pod — of the Miniſtery, and the edifying of he Body of 

Chris ? Or what deſign can be of fo great importance, as the we- 
ducing of all to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
2ꝛbe Son of God, to a perfect Man in Chriſt Feſus ? No truſt cer 
tainly comparable to that of taking heed to the flock" of Chrift, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them 4 gas and 
the Church of God, which he hath purchaſed with hit 

ather for us Men 


ture upon him, and ſhedding his precious Blood for the redemp- 
tion of our Souls ? Did — in aſcend up into Heaven, that 
he might by the Influence ot his holy Spirit, and the exerciſe 
of his Providence, ſanctiſie and ſave thoſe fouls which he had 
redeem'd ? Hath he given Paſtors and Teachers to act under 
him, and by his Authority; to be Inſtruments in his hand, 
and Workers together with him for the reconciling Men to - 
God? Then certainly very great is the charge, and proporti- 
onably great is to be the care of thoſe who are thus ho 
and uſefully employed. This Confideration concerns all in ge- 
neral, who are call'd to any facred Function; but more eſpecial- 
ly thoſe whoſe bufineſs-it is to direct and govern not only the 
— — — — = 
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Members, but enen s ofthe Church. Theſe 
e thoſe aste bi their Lord bath made in eſpeeial 
auper Rulers oper ba Houbeld Stewards of his Family, and 

om whom he therefore expects ſpecial Fidelity and == 
the my of 19 780 jon ee They gon from — _ 
befor "them, 8 


ent for 42 226 
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Bur I need notinhd upon, this point, fo well underſtood, and | 
) thoroughly: conſfider'd by thoſe that hear me ; who have — 
faithful and exemplary diſcharge of inferiour Fun ion in 
e Church been worthily advane d to higher — | 
aving been faithful, in a, few things ane made Rulers over 
jack I only take leave 40 Stir up your pure „ 


* i My ocher Concluſion from the Ranging Dilbanaſe 

hat a great regard. is due to thoſe P to A | 

aderable a charge is, commitred, — nr Functions are 

Ho gra en They are the words of our Lord to his 
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ſt ſent _ for ih, He that receivethgou, 
Brit, eint h ne 3 4 that. receiveth. me, receiver hb Jim thas. 
2 as: * bimſelf elſewhere Geckaes 
Men hat Jens u. The Apoſtle 
N — rts in this ſerious manner, 
emp- en to know. . which labour among vou, 
that . and a 2 ; and to eſleem 

ercife - oem x 987 yo in Js their Works ſa Nen Perſons, it 


lceme, are to be very y eſieem d and loy'd on account.of . 
wee Work. Aal ies any Indignity offer d to their Perſons: 
diſoovers either a contempt of their Office,-or - at 
A for. the, Work about which they-are em- 
og: Words indeed ſeem to be ſpoken in e of al 
ne Fuſtots and Teachers of Chriſt's Church; but the Au. 
ime rica) ce Goren Tong 
v rnment of the v Kt 
dy, 5 is greatet, fo is their Dignity; and the 
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Unity in the Church 6f Chriſt; and - with them every bt 


| Diane pay a juſt regard to all chat miniſter in facred thinss 


regard to thoſe of a Superiot; When the chrif3an People, as * 
antient Father expreſſes it, concur with, and "the Prevhye: 


will be the Harmony flowing from ſuch a ConjunRticy, 


** 1, * * Ignatius Epiſt. ad —_ 
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eſteem and love which are a this el; 
tion to both. Tis the Recompenſe which 
their eare and pains in the exerciſe of rheir Function; A al 
which will directly tend to render their Work both eint ul 
and fucceſsful. *Tas the. ttue means of ptoioting Peace alt 


chriſtian Virtue. This Argument' runs thro" RE whale" — 
courſe of St. ul, both before and af er my 

hath given the ſeveral Orders or Miniſtlery an His Chinr #14 
for the increaſing of Faith and Know led * allo for the pres 
moting of Peace and Unity. In this i confifts- the Unity 
of particular Churches, and conſequently” y Hs a lech Mertiod 
of promoting the Unity ef the whole Body, when private Chis 


and when the Officers of an inferiour Order, pay tlie like ol 


o join'd to their Biſhop, 47 the firings are 10 an Harp. wed 


And certain this is highly — a Church, which'reas 
ſonably glories in having retain'd the Epiſcopa] Dignity it 
its Re formation, and in vat having the advantage of divers vs 
ther reformed Churches abroad; : in a Chureh in which the Es 
piſtles of St. Ignatious have been'ſs thorowly Vindicated, "an 
the Writings of Bt; Cyprian are ſo juſtly Valued. in both 
which the Dignity of that Order is fo ſtrenuot afſerted Yin 
a Church whoſe Sees, Thanks be to God, are fo happily” a 
with Perſons who challenge our Eſteem and Love many 
other accounts befideg that of their Functions, who reflect 


neu / Luſtre upon the Character with which they are honotr'd, | 
and 'whofe paternal Gentleneſs and Patience Will 


atis d 'te 
hoped, by degrees obtain the defirable iſſue,” of Thi 'all 
miſtakes, on conquering all prejudices, of turning the heres 
of the Children to their "athers, and e Diſodegient cc dh 
Wiſdom of the Juſt: | . 

: May our bleſſed Lord give us all Grote to fee® te rhngd | 


| which belong to the peace and happineſs of this ou? et 


Church...” May be pour forth 4 Spirit 5 and Concord ups! 
on the Paſtors and theiv- Hock in all the reformed Cure hes. 
May be Fuuliy cleanſe, unite, and per 1 his 234 Body; that 
there may be one Sheepfold under one epberd, the Lord 76 


Chriſt, to whom with the Father and the Eternal Spirit, out 
great Creator, Redeemer, and Sandifiey, be" e all Hondur 


and — now and for ever. Amen. 


